
WEDNESDAY | AUGUST 28 | 3 PM TO 6 PM

MCGOWAN SOUTH

1110 W BELDEN AVE

CHICAGO, IL 60604

HEALTH EQUITY
& SOCIAL JUSTICE

CONFERENCE 2024
PARTNERING WITH COMMUNITIES

TO BUILD TRUST
 AND ADVANCE HEALTH EQUITY  



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Meet the Panelists

Table of Contents

Message from
Conference Chair

Acknowledgements

Schedule of Events

2

3

4

5

6-9

Articles on Health Equity
Focused Community
Engaged Research

Social Media

Poster Presentations10-13

14 Community Partner
Displays

15-29

30

2



MESSAGE FROM THE
CONFERENCE CHAIR

Welcome to the 2024 Health Equity and Social Justice Conference. I
am delighted to work with my colleagues in DePaul’s Master of Public
Health Program and Center for Community Health Equity to bring
together researchers, practitioners, and students to discuss building
trust to advance health equity.

We look forward to beginning today’s conference with a poster session
that features both research-focused initiatives and social action
efforts to advance health equity. During today’s conference, we will
also share ideas on building trust to advance health equity in small
group breakout discussions followed by a conference-wide consensus
building discussion.

Despite important initiatives to promote the public's health and well-
being, we see substantial health inequities in Chicago and nationally.
A discourse on building trust to advance health equity is as important
as ever.

Thank you for attending the 2024 Health Equity and Social Justice
Conference and for the important perspective you bring to today’s
conference.

Dan Schober, PhD, MPH
Health Equity and Social Justice Conference Chair
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The  14th Annual Health Equity and Social Justice Conference could not have
occurred without the sponsors, planning committee, panelists, poster presenters and
community partners, breakout group facilitators, and volunteers. 

Special thanks to Dan Schober for serving as Chair of the planning committee and
his numerous efforts to organize this event. Thank you to the other members of the
planning committee, Maureen Benjamins, Suzanne Carlberg-Racich, Kristine Daniels,
Maria Ferrera, Taylor Harris, Nicolette Listenbee, Raj C. Shah, and Gus Turner, for
their contributions toward the success of the conference.

Thank you to the volunteers—Hassan Ahmed, Ellen DeWilde, Hannah Johnson,
Nicolette Listenbee, and Mary Palin—whose support ensured the conference ran
smoothly. Thank you to Maureen Benjamins, Maria Ferrera, Elissa Foster, Taylor Harris,
Nicolette Listenbee, Nitya Mani, John Mazzeo, Jessica Polos, and Rah C. Shah for
being breakout group facilitators. Thank you to Chicago Scholar Chantal Rodriguez,
who served as the intern for the Center for Community Health Equity during the
summer of 2024, for compiling the list of articles featured in the program that focus
on health equity and community engaged research. Thank you to Alonso Vidal and
Colin Lucero-Dixon, the filmmakers documenting this conference.

An immense thank you to Dean Stephanie Dance-Barnes and Sr. Associate Dean
Richard F. Niedziela in the Office of the Dean, and Sarah Connolly, the Chair of the
Department of Health Sciences, within the College of Science and Health at DePaul
University for providing McGowan South as space for the conference. 

Finally, thank you to everyone who attended this year’s conference. Your
engagement and participation brought the event to life. We hope you leave feeling
inspired, empowered, and ready to facilitate health and well-being across Chicago.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
3:00 PM

1st Floor Lobby 

Registration and Community Partner Displays

2nd Floor Lobby

Poster Presentations 

3:50 PM

Room 108

Welcome

by Dan Schober, PhD

4:00 PM

Room 108

Keynote

by Melissa Maguire, LSW; Fatema Mirza, MPA;

Kamari Thompson & Stephanie Wil lding, MPA

4:40 PM

Rooms 104, 105, 108, 204, 401, 402, 404 & 418   

Discussion on Partnering with Communities to

Build Trust and Advance Health Equity in

Breakout Groups

5:20 PM

Room 108

Sharing Key Themes from Breakout Groups

Discussion

5:50 PM

Room 108

Closing Remarks 

by Dan Schober, PhD 5



MEET THE PANELISTS

Melissa Maguire, LSW
Executive Director, The Illinois
Association of Free &
Charitable Clinics

Melissa is grateful to be the
Executive Director of the Illinois
Association of Free and Charitable
Clinics (IAFCC) , working to
strengthen the Illinois safety net to
maximize the collective impact of
free and charitable clinics by
representing and resourcing them to
ensure equitable, accessible and
quality health care for all.

As a social worker for 40 years she
has also worked in organizations
serving those that are experiencing
addiction and homelessness. She
loves to garden and travel with her
husband.
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MEET THE PANELISTS

Fatema Mirza, MPA
Executive Director, Be Well
Clinic

Results-oriented executive with a strong
focus on community and population
health, possessing extensive expertise in
business models, strategic planning,
project management, and grant
administration. Skilled in program design,
community needs assessment, risk
analysis, team building, and volunteer
workforce development. Career
achievements include providing expert
consultations on community engagement
strategies for Health Equity and Patient-
Centered Outcomes Research,
establishing impactful community health
programs serving immigrant communities
in Chicago, leading Affordable Care Act
enrollments, setting up & managing home
health agencies, coordinating healthcare
IT projects in hospital settings and
experimental research in a basic sciences
environment. She currently serves on
several non-profit boards and is a
cofounder of non-profit, Worry Free
Community.
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MEET THE PANELISTS

Kamari Thompson
Director of Programs, Mobile
Care Chicago

Kamari Thompson is currently the Director
of Programs at Mobile Care Chicago. As
a native Chicagoan and growing up on
Chicago's South Side, Kamari has always
had a strong community connection. It
was that connection along with her
environment that sparked her interest in
the health field. Ms. Thompson has been
a lifelong champion for health equity and
has served as an advocate for Asthma
and Allergy patients for over a decade.
Prior to her work in asthma Kamari
worked as a Clinical Health Education
Specialist. Her work has always been
centered on the needs of the community,
particularly minority, low income and
underserved communities. In such a role
she has worn many hats, though the
needs of the community may shift with
each generation her goal remains the
same: to empower people of all age’s
races and economic backgrounds to take
a proactive role in their health.
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MEET THE PANELISTS

Stephanie D. Willding, MPA
CEO, CommunityHealth

Steph Willding is the Chief Executive
Officer of CommunityHealth, the nation’s
largest volunteer-based, free health
center that provides critical health care
access to uninsured patients. Steph has
committed her career to rebuilding
health care systems to increase access to
care, deepen service availability, and
improve health outcomes. Steph is
currently the Chair of the Board of
Directors for the Illinois Association of
Free and Charitable Clinics. She is also
proud to serve as a Board Member for
Planned Parenthood of Illinois Action and
as an Executive Advisory Board Member
for the UIC School of Public Health. She
holds a Master of Public Administration
from the University of Illinois at Chicago.
In 2022, Steph was named Crain’s
Business Chicago Top 40 Under 40. She
is a member of the Leadership Greater
Chicago Class of 2025. Outside of her
work in health justice, Steph’s passions
include urban container gardening,
Formula 1 racing, and running marathons.
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A Geospatial Analysis of Telehealth Patient Distances within a Student-
Run Free Clinic 

Olivia Griffiths, Krishi Korrapati & Iswarya Vimalan - Rosalind
Franklin University of Medicine and Science, Medical Students

A Mixed-Methods Evaluation Examining a Community Engagement
Model

Anna Forte, MPP; Jenny Holcomb, DrPH, MPH - Siani Urban Health
Insitute

A Stillbirth is Still Birth: Public Policy Reform to Improve Postpartum
Support for Parents Bereaved by Stillbirth in Illinois

Anna L. Calix, MPH; Callan Alexandra Jaress - Gifts for Liam NFP
Addressing Language Disparities in Information Dissemination: Insights
from Community Health Workers during the COVID-19 Pandemic

Alyn Dougherty; Adlaide Holloway - Sinai Urban Health Institute
Nataly Alvarez - Sinai Urban Health Institute, Bilingual Community
Health Worker Trainer

Addressing Acute Health Care Needs of New Arrivals in Chicago
Fernando Garica; Melissa Petito - Rush University Medical Center
Tanner Shull - Rush University Medical Center, Medical Student

Advocating for Refugee Health Care Training in U.S. Medical School
Education

Anastazia Prost - Loyola University Stritch School of Medicine,
Medical Student

Anxiety Comorbidity and Pharmacology in Black and Hispanic
Dermatology Patients: A Retrospective Study

Ysabel Bautista - Loyola University Stritch School of Medicine,
Medical Student

Association of Insurance Type and State with Utilization Rates of
Gender-Affirming Care

Dr. Elizabeth Davis, MD - Rush Medical College

POSTER PRESENTATIONS
TAP/CLICK ON A CONTACT TO EMAIL THEM
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Bridging the Gap: Investigating Traditional Chinese Medicine and
Cancer Screening Within Chicago's Aging Asian Communities

Tiffany Tingfei Hu - Rush University
Characterizing Career Trajectories of CHWs: Qualitative and
Quantitative Insights

Patricia Labellarte, MPH; Anna Yankelev, MPH, MBA - Siani Urban
Health Insitute, Senior Evaluator 
Anna Yankelev, MPH, MBA - Health & Medicine Policy Research
Group, Director of Strategic Workforce Initiatives 

Collaborating with Community-Based Organizations to Advance Health
Equity: Repurposing Academic Knowledge and Resources to Build
Community Capacity and Address Structural Violence Through the
Community-Engaged Teaching (CEnT) Initiative

Marjorie Kersten, MPH; Emily Etzkorn - University of Illinois Chicago
School of Public Health, PhD Students

Conversation with People with Disabilities to Assess Bias and Barriers to
Quality of Care

Lisa Anoruo, M2; Kruti Shah, PharmD - Rush Medical College,
Medical Students

CPASS Chicago: Using Sudden Unexpected Infant Death-Case Registry
Data to Drive Prevention

Felicia Clark, D-ABMDI; Christie Lawrence, DNP, RNC-NIC, APN/CHS
- Rush University Children’s Hospital
Gina Lowell, MD, MPH - Rush University Children's Hospital,
Associate Professor & Director of Community Health for Pediatrics

Creating Community-Centered Impact through Narrative
Methodologies

Amelia Garza, MPH, MA CFRE - Alzheimer's Association, Illinois
Chapter, Sr. Manager of DEI

POSTER PRESENTATIONS
TAP/CLICK ON A CONTACT TO EMAIL THEM
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Culturally Tailored Advance Care Planning Education for Chinese
Americans in Chicago Chinatown

Li-Ting Longcoy, PhD, DrPH, RN - University of Illinois Chicago,
College of Nursing, Postdoc Research Associate

Determinants of Aging Well in Latinx Older Adults
Ajla Basic, PhD, PMP - Mather, Project Manager

Do Maternal Health Indicators Explain Racial and Ethnic Differences in
Preterm Birth? A Kitagawa-Oaxaca-Blinder Decomposition Analysis

Jessica Polos, PhD, MPP; Hassan Ahmed - DePaul University, Master
of Public Health Program, Assistant Professor & MPH Student 

Humboldt Park Health's Journey to The Joint Commission Health Equity
Certification

Daisy Rodriguez, MSN, MPH, BS, RN - Humboldt Park Health, Chief
Operating Officer

How Religious Faith and Spirituality Help South Asian American Older
Adults Age; How Factors like Religiosity and Spirituality Help South
Asian American Older Adults age Better

Ajla Basic, PhD, PMP - Mather, Project Manager
Illinois Free and Charitable Clinics Impact Highlights

Ariana Aloisio - Illinois Association of Free and Charitable Clinics
“No Pain, No Gain” Reaffirmed in Community-Based Participatory
Research with Korean American Elderly Population in the Chicago Area

Ansuk Jeong, PhD - DePaul University, Department of Psychology,
Assistant Professor 

Pilot Study of the Role of Work in the Intergenerational Transfer of
Health and Economic Disparities from Mothers to Their Preterm Infants

Jane Oh - Rush University Children's Hospital, Section of
Neonatology, Associate Clinical Research Coordinator

POSTER PRESENTATIONS
TAP/CLICK ON A CONTACT TO EMAIL THEM
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Preventing Sudden Unexpected Infant Death in Chicago's
Emergency Shelter Settings for Migrant Families

Gina Lowell, MD, MPH; Kyran Quinlan, MD, MPH - Rush
University Children's Hospital, Associate Professor & Director of
Community Health for Pediatrics

Steps to Stop: Themes identified by a community advisory board to
co-develop a cessation engagement program for African
American individuals who smoke

Amanda R. Matthew, PhD - Rush University Medical Center,
Department of Family and Preventative Medicine, Associate
Professor

The Activating Success, Potential, and Illuminating the path to
Resilience and Empowerment (ASPIRE) Program for Residents of
the Evangeline Booth Lodge Shelter

Jamie Naso; Surbhi Sarup - Rush Medical College, Medical
Students

Triaging Patient Care and Hospital Policy: Investigating Police-
Patient-Provider Relations and Interactions in the Emergency Room
Setting

Sharmain Siddiqui - Loyola University Stritch School of
Medicine, Medical Student

Who Lives at Home? Partner and Household Characteristics of
Mothers of Preterm Infants

Leslie Harris, MD, MHS - Rush University Medical Center,
Division of Neonatology, Assistant Professor

POSTER PRESENTATIONS
TAP/CLICK ON A CONTACT TO EMAIL THEM
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COMMUNITY PARTNER
DISPLAYS

Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR)
Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children's Hospital of Chicago

AIDS Foundation of Chicago (AFC)
Cannabis Equity Illinois Coalition

Englewood Quality of Life Initiative
Healthy Communities Coalition

Illinois Free and Charitable Clinics
Journal of Health Advocacy

Lincoln Park Zoo
Rush Medical College

Rush University Medical Center
Ruth M. Rothstein CORE Center

Viator House of Hospitality
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Ansell, D. A., Oliver-Hightower, D., JD, Goodman, L. J., Lateef , O. B., DO, &
Johnson , T. J. (2021). Health Equity as a System Strategy: The Rush
University Medical Center Framework. Retrieved from
https://www.rush.edu/david-ansell-md-mph

Bunting, S.R., & Benjamins, M. (2022). Teaching Health Equity: A Medical
School and a Community-Based Research Center Partnership. Progress in
Community Health Partnerships: Research, Education, and Action 16(2), 277-
291. https://doi.org/10.1353/cpr.2022.0031.

De Los Reyes, W., Ferrera, M. J., Hwang, S., Silva, R. Á., Quarfoot, K., Hasan,
N., & Salusky, I. R. (2023). University-Community Collaborations: A Vehicle
for Capacity Building and Mutual Learning within an Immigrant Mental
Health Coalition. Collaborations: A Journal of Community-Based Research
and Practice, pp. 1–10.

Ferrera, M. J., Sacks, T.K., Nixon, J. T., Perez, M., Asis, D., & Coleman, W.E.
(2015). Empowering Immigrant Youth in Chicago: Utilizing CBPR to
Document the Impact of a Youth Health Service Corps Program. Family and
Community Health Journal, 38(1):12-21.

Kim SJ, Ramirez-Valles J, Watson K, et al. Fostering health equity research:
Development and implementation of the Center for Health Equity Research
(CHER) Chicago. Journal of Clinical and Translational Science.
2020;4(1):53-60. doi:10.1017/cts.2019.415
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Lindau, S. T., Ahmed, S. M., Aronson, R. E., Colleges, A. of A. M., Bastida, E.,
Bishop, R., … Moreno, G. (2011). Building community-engaged health
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Schober, Daniel J. PhD, MPH; Wolf, Ashley MD, MS; Castro, Myles C. MPH;
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Community Partnership to Address Gun Violence in the Roseland
Neighborhood of Chicago. Family & Community Health 47(2)
141-150, April/June 2024.

Simon, M. A., Fitzgibbon, M., Ciecierski, C., Cooper, J. M., Martinez, E., Tom,
L., Kanoon, J., Feinglass, J., Warnecke, R., Stuart, M., Stern, M., Filus, L., &
Winn, R. A. (2019). Building Cross-Institutional Collaborative Infrastructure
and Processes: Early Lessons From the Chicago Cancer Health Equity
Collaborative. Progress in community health partnerships : research,
education, and action, 13(5), 5–13. https://doi.org/10.1353/cpr.2019.0030

Thompson, H.M., Clement, A.M., Ortiz, R. et al. Community engagement to
improve access to healthcare: a comparative case study to advance
implementation science for transgender health equity. Int J Equity Health 21,
104 (2022). https://doi.org/10.1186/s12939-022-01702-8
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Belone, L., Tosa, J., Shendo, K., Toya, A., Straits, K., Tafoya, G., Rae, R.,
Noyes, E., Bird, D., & Wallerstein, N. (2016). Community-based participatory
research for cocreating interventions with Native communities: A
partnership between the University of New Mexico and the Pueblo of Jemez.
In N. Zane, G. Bernal, & F. T. L. Leong (Eds.), Evidence-based psychological
practice with ethnic minorities: Culturally informed research and clinical
strategies (pp. 199–220). American Psychological Association.
https://doi.org/10.1037/14940-010

Brush, B. L., Mentz, G., Jensen, M., Jacobs, B., Saylor, K. M., Rowe, Z., Israel,
B. A., & Lachance, L. (2020). Success in Long-Standing Community-Based
Participatory Research (CBPR) Partnerships: A Scoping Literature Review.
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promise of community-based participatory research for health equity: a
conceptual model for bridging evidence with policy. American journal of
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Duran, B., Oetzel, J., Magarati, M., Parker, M., Zhou, C., Roubideaux, Y.,
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