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DRIVING QUESTIONS

Why are some places 

caught in longstanding 

cycles of harm? 

What must be done to 

change those patterns?



DRIVING QUESTIONS

Identifying the myths that maintain concentrated 

incarceration

Qualitative research as method for demonstrating 

how incarceration produces and maintains 

inequality

Using evidence to push for holistic paradigm shift



VIOLENCE IN CONTEXT



LOGIC OF THE LAW

Crime and violence is a result of individual choices 

and behaviors, such as neglectful parents
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LOGIC OF THE LAW

Crime and violence is a result of individual choices 

and behaviors, such as neglectful parents

Thus, we should focus primarily on individual-level 

interventions

Greater public safety is achieved through 

individual-level punishment



BUT THEN THERE’S 

STRUCTURAL RACISM…

“In the West Side’s 60644 zip code, 

between 2005 and 2009, there were 

6,700 residents who were convicted and 

sentenced to prison. In neighboring Oak 

Park, just 311 residents were sentenced 

to prison in this period.”  



INCARCERATION IS NOT A 

PURE REFLECTION OF CRIME

“[C]ommunities that experienced high 

disadvantage experienced incarceration 

rates more than three times higher than 

communities with a similar crime rate.” 

–”Punishment’s Place”



MULTIPLE FORMS 

OF REMOVAL



“[B]etween 1972 and 2003, West Side factories went 

from a total workforce of almost sixty thousand to a 

workforce of just twelve thousand… By 2012, the 

official unemployment rate for African-Americans in 

Chicago was 19.5 percent, nearly triple that of the 

midcentury figure.”



CONCENTRATED 

MISINVESTMENT



CONCENTRATED 

MISINVESTMENT



MISSING PARENTS

“When I got arrested, my son was going to be 

one-year old. When he got arrested, his son 

was like, two years old, so he cycle that people 

talk about, it really happens. It really does 

happen, as much as you hate to admit it… My 

son was arrested for carjacking. He was 

twenty years old when that happened.”
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DIVESTMENT +
MISINVESTMENT 

CONCENTRATED PUNISHMENT



INCARCERATION HAS MADE 

DISADVANTAGED NEIGHBORHOODS 

WORSE

High incarceration neighborhoods are thought to predict 

increased prevalence of numerous poor health outcomes

Prison cycling has been shown to reduce both social capital 

and predict higher crime rates

Mass incarceration is thought to increase the poverty rate in 

disadvantaged communities

Robert DeFina and Lance Hannon, “The Impact of Mass Incarceration on Poverty,” Crime and Delinquency 59, 

no. 4 (2013): 562–86.

Clear et al., “Predicting Crime Through Incarceration.”



“On the front lawn of the capitol building, 
decked out in matching shirts and carrying 
banners and signs, was what could have 
appeared to public officials as the entire town of 
Pontiac, Illinois.”
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WHERE 

COULD 

DOLLARS 

FLOW?



STORY





CHICAGO

PEACEMAKERS

BY 

COMMUNITY







PEACE 

CORNER 

WITH 

INVESTMENT



SUPPORTING EVERY YOUTH



NO ENTRY AGENDA

1. Use justice mapping as a mandatory mechanism 

for reinvesting justice dollars into high incarceration 

neighborhoods

2. Make deep investments in job creation and healing 

that helps returning citizens

3. Training and supporting everyday leaders and 

organizations within these areas to respond to 

conflict in restorative ways

4. Coordinating programs and services to ensure 

children and youth stay out of the justice system


