
Community-Engaged Research and the 
Chicago Gun Violence Research Collaborative

November 14, 2017

Beth S. Catlett, PhD, De Paul University
Jess Lynch, MCP/MPH, Illinois Public Health Institute

Leah Barth, MPH, Illinois Public Health Institute
Camille Williamson, MA, Adler University

Pankaja Desai, PhD, Sinai Urban Health Institute
Sharon Homan, PhD, Sinai Urban Health Institute

Co-sponsored by DePaul University’s Department of Sociology, Master of Public 
Health Program, and sSocial Science Research Center



Explaining Gun Violence 
• The TRACE, April 30, 2016

https://www.thetrace.org/


1. Fear is primary motivation for owning gun.
Source: Harvard School of Public Health/Northeastern University

http://source: Harvard School of Public Health/Northeastern University


2. Chicago criminal offenders fear for safety.
Source: Michael Sierra-Arévalo, Yale University

83 percent of criminal offenders in Chicago cited self-defense as their primary motivation for 
carrying a gun.

https://www.thetrace.org/2016/09/chicago-criminal-offender-gun-ownership/


3. “Murder Inequality” - Violence clusters in neighborhoods.
Source: Second Take with Brian Cassella: 'Everybody can't up and run, everybody don't want to leave'

Myron Lewis paints his Champions Esquire Barber Shop on March 30, 2017, the day after a 37-year-old 
man was shot and killed near the corner.

Chicago Tribune 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/photo/cassella/ct-champions-esquire-barber-shop-20170331-story.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/photo/cassella/ct-champions-esquire-barber-shop-20170331-story.html


4. Coercive Control: Firearms play critical role in domestic violence, threaten and 
intimidate.
Source: University of Pennsylvania

Intimate partner violence as high as 1 in 3 women in Chicago neighborhoods.
Sinai Community Survey 2.0 , Marc h 2017

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27630138
http://chicagotonight.wttw.com/sites/default/files/article/file-attachments/Community Health Counts_Sinai Community Health Survey 2017.pdf


5. America’s gun homicide rate is 25 times higher than comparable nations.
Source: University of Nevada-Reno and Harvard School of Public Health

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26551975


6. Between 300,000 and 600,000 guns are stolen every year.
Source: University of Nevada-Reno and Harvard School of Public Health

Gang Thieves Use Rail Yards As Shopping Malls, Steal Scores Of Guns  March 3, 

2017 9:32 AM CHICAGO (CBS)

Sen. Durbin wants more security at Chicago rail yard after major gun thefts
MARCH 15, 2017, BY WGN WEB DESK, ASSOCIATED PRESS, BEN BRADLEY AND MARK SUPPELSA, Durbin's letter… 
cites the theft of some 150 guns between 2014 and 2016. Officials say most 
of the guns, including semi-automatic rifles, spread into nearby 
communities, helping to fuel the kind of violence that last year led to 762 
homicides in Chicago, more than in New York City and Los Angeles 
combined.

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26551975
http://wgntv.com/author/aroberts12/
http://wgntv.com/author/associated-press/
http://wgntv.com/author/ben-bradley/
http://wgntv.com/author/mark-suppelsa/


7. Universal background most effective policy to reduce gun violence toll.
Source: Law Center to Prevent Gun Violence. 

Research also suggests that 
background checks help 
reduce suicides,
homicides and
firearm trafficking. 

Source: Joyce Foundation

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0091743515002297
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/10.2105/AJPH.2015.302703
http://injuryprevention.bmj.com/content/injuryprev/13/3/150.full.pdf
http://injuryprevention.bmj.com/content/injuryprev/13/3/150.full.pdf
http://www.joycefdn.org/news/firearm-acquisitions-without-background-checks


8. Coroner reporting to CDC results in underreporting of gun deaths. 

Lurie Children’s Hospital of Chicago 

The Illinois Violent Death Reporting System (IVDRS), National Violent 
Death Reporting System, pools information about the “who, when, where, 
and how” of  violent deaths to provide a more complete picture and 
develop insight into “why” they occur. 



Fourteen-year-old Demarco Webster Jr. was 
helping his dad move to a new apartment a 
few months ago, when he was shot and 
killed in Chicago. Courtesy of Akesha Hester

The prevalence of violence in our city has 
suddenly and dramatically increased and 
disproportionately impacts the city's most 
vulnerable and disadvantaged. 

Need to tackle violence neighborhood by 
neighborhood, as well as across sectors 
(education, economic development, faith 
communities, policing, justice, recreation, 
government, and others).

9. Prevalence of violence – alarming inequities.



Chicago Gun Violence Research Collaborative
www.chicagogunviolenceresearch.org

http://www.chicagogunviolenceresearch.org/


CGVRC: Who We Are

Our mission is to make information on evidence-based 
solutions available to those working to address this crisis in 
our city. 

• Catalogue and share existing research

• Conduct new research on community-identified issues

• Host forums to bring people together to address gun 
violence



CGVRC: Who We Are

It is critical that gun violence 
research…

Be driven by community 
and responsive to local community 
needs

Draws on both the expertise of academic 
researchers and community groups on 
the front lines that have been 
addressing these issues for years.

County Health Rankings Working Together Model



Principles of Community Engagement
BEFORE STARTING A COMMUNITY  ENGAGEMENT EFFORT...
1.Be clear about purpose
2.Become knowledgeable about the community, culture, economic conditions, social 

networks, political and power structures, norms and values, demographic trends, history, 
experience 

FOR ENGAGEMENT TO OCCUR, IT IS NECESSARY TO...
3. Go to the community,  establish relationships, build trust
4. Remember and accept that collective self-determination is the responsibility and right of 

all people in a community

FOR ENGAGEMENT  TO SUCCEED...
5. Partner with the community 
6. Recognize and respect the diversity of the community
7. Identify and mobilize community assets and strengths 
8. Release control of actions or interventions to the community
9. Commit long-term to engaging organization and partners



Phase 1
Scoping and Defining

Activities
• Solidify Vision

• Research models for community driven 
approaches

• Gather community input to solidify vision, to 
further understand underlying root causes, 
and to identify opportunities to engage 
researchers

• Engage researchers interested in community-
driven research

• Develop research questions

• Develop draft community-driven research 
framework

• Develop a commitment agreement for 
researchers

Phase 2
Implementation

Activities
• Sponsor opportunities for researchers and 

community partners to convene

• Develop linkages and equal partnerships 
between researchers, community partners, 
and residents

• Build community capacity and  work 
collaboratively elevate, evaluate, and expand 
upon what is already working in communities

• Promote active involvement of community 
partners and residents, especially youth and 
young adults, in all phases of initiative

• Resource development for communities and 
community driven research

• Present framework for community 
engagement and provide opportunities for 
researchers to commit to it

Phase 3
Monitoring and Tracking

Activities
• Monitor and track

▪ Number of community partnerships

▪ Adherence to community commitments

▪ Transparency about the distribution of 
funding and other resources to 
researchers, institutions, and 
communities

▪ Number and type of community capacity 
building activities

▪ Use of a community-driven research 
framework

▪ Distribution of resources to the 
community

▪ Additional metrics based on framework

• Evaluate current work in communities

Phase 4
Deliverables

Activities
• A piloted research framework and 

evaluation model

• CGVRC website that provides a catalogue of 
research findings for communities

• Accountability structure

• Resources for communities and researchers

• Collaborative publications

• Plans and strategies for pathways to careers 
in research

• Community discussions about what is 
needed and what works

• Recommendations for funders, city 
government, and researchers about 
community identified needs and 
opportunities

Vision  
Adoption of a community-driven research framework 
that leads to the development of interventions that 
advance equity and social justice and have a greater 
impact on the incidence of gun violence in Chicago. 

Guiding Principles

• Commitment to addressing the structural causes of violence 

• Equitable and fully transparent distribution of resources between 
researchers and communities

• Partnership and reciprocity

• Work collaboratively and collectively with those on the ground in 
communities

• Collaboratively elevate, evaluate, and expand upon what is already 
working in communities

• Use of community driven and community owned cross-sectoral
approaches

• Promote active involvement of community residents and pathways 
to careers in research

• Data-Driven decision making 

• Make research and evaluation findings easily accessible to 
communities

• Sustained transformative change

• Funding based on the needs identified by communities

Ongoing Opportunities for: Researchers to Commit, Resource Development, Responsive Development of Research Framework

CGVRC Community Engagement Plan

Goal
Research activism based on our guiding principles that 
leads to sustainable positive change



Community Roundtables

Key Communities

• Austin

• Englewood

• Garfield Park

• North Lawndale

• Little Village

First Session

• 2-hour roundtable completed on  

October 30, 2017

• Hosted by I Am Able in the North 

Lawndale community

• Approximately ten residents attended *

Primary Topics of 

Discussion

Input on Research Framework

and how research should be 

conducted in the future

The root causes of gun 

violence

Gun violence solutions and 

research needs

* The group included a diversity of ages and perspectives 

from residents of the North Lawndale community.



Preliminary Results of Community Roundtables

Structural Causes Examples mentioned by community residents

Structural Racism

• Public funding is deliberately taken away from poorest communities first and 

they need it the most

• Mass incarceration

• City policies that lead to high poverty in some communities

Policing

• Community policing is not practiced

• Police violence

• There are no policies in place to discipline officers

Trauma
• The trauma of living in communities with high rates of violence

• The trauma caused by mass incarceration

School inequities

• The city does not invest in schools long-term

• School curriculum does not build practical life skills

• School curriculum lacks cultural relevance in African American communities

• School closures

Housing

• Lack of affordable housing caused by issues such as redlining and gentrification

• Lack of stores including grocery stores within a reasonable distance from the 

neighborhood

What are the structural causes of gun violence?



A manipulation of 

numbers that says 

whatever you want 

it to

Preliminary Results of Community Roundtables

What do the terms research 

or researcher mean to you?

A group of white kids from 

outside the community who 

got data from computers and 

are telling me the answers to 

my problems

A system that has 

hurt us in the past

People without boots on the 

ground who are out of touch 

with what is really going on

A lot of researchers 

are complicit, are not 

culturally competent, 

and they’re not 

fearless

What is your role in research?

• “Boots on the ground. I’m already in the 

community. I can find out what you want to know.”

• “Leading the investigation”

• “Correcting the perceptions of people who are 

not in the community doing work”

• “Being a respondent and being actively 

involved”, supporting transformative change

• “Community review board

• Reviewing the data that has been collected and 

how it is reported”

• “The community gets to have a say if a research 

question is posed and we already know the answer 

to it”

• “Proposed programs need to be validated by the 

community”

• “Identifying the programs that researchers should 

study and fund”



Preliminary Results of Community Roundtables

How can researchers commit to the community in a meaningful way?

• By doing research in a more wholistic way that targets entire families, children who aren’t engaged, 

and women etc. instead of exclusively focusing on men and certain age groups. 

• A responsive form of research that responds to the community's needs

• Using programs that are already in place instead of having funders dictate new programs

• Research needs to be positive about the things that my community can achieve

• By actively standing up for the community

• By being fearlessly honest about the results, and demonstrating a fearlessness to commit

• Unless the research you are doing turns around some results in the community, then I'm not going to be 

bothered

For more information about the Community Engagement Committee 

of the Chicago Gun Violence Research Collaborative:

Camille Williamson at cwilliamson@adler.edu

Jess Lynch at Jessica.Lynch@iphionline.org



CGVRC Fellowship Program: 

Risk and Resiliency Community Profiles
• Pre-Engagement Phase

• Increase awareness and understanding of issue, inform strategies for intervention and management

• Leverage use of secondary data sources to develop profiles

• Based on models: UNITY – Urban Networks to Increase Thriving Youth and LISC

• Multi-sector: community/ social, school/ education, faith, business/ economic and report of crime statistics

• Dialogue encouraged to examine gaps/ needs and assets/ strengths and how risk and resiliency factors will 

be defined

• Components standardized across communities as well as emphasize uniqueness of each community


