
Information Session
Health Disparities and Social Justice Conference 2018



Agenda

1. Brief review of Center activities in 2017-18

2. Discussion of goals for 2018-19 and beyond

• What do we (collectively) want to accomplish?



Our goal is to improve community health outcomes and 
contribute to the elimination of health inequities in 
Chicago.

Founded in 2015 with three central aims:

1. Develop interventions to advance equity in health in 
Chicago

2. Advance the capability of the health workforce to address 
gaps in health equity

3. Nurture high quality and innovative empirical health equity 
research



1. Direction: Provides oversight, prioritization, and synergy of 
the activities performed by the Discovery, Design, and 
Dissemination Cores

2. Discovery: Focuses on empirical research projects to 
document health equity from individual, community, city, and 
global levels of study

3. Design: Engages faculty and students to evaluate and 
implement what is learned in the Discovery Core in order to 
identify potential intervention targets and to develop student-
led social innovation programs

4. Dissemination: Aims to develop curriculum and scholarly 
activity that impact community efforts to foster health equity.

Center Cores



Guiding Principle:
The Center for Community Health Equity focused its 
efforts in building research, educational, and community 
engagement capacity for health equity work in Chicago.  

FY2018 Goals



Notable Accomplishments
1. Community Health Equity: A Chicago Reader 

• Now in production at University of Chicago Press, for publication in March 2019

2. Voices of Health Equity in Chicago
• Qualitative archive of interviews.  19 now posted, with more in the pipeline 

(working towards 45)
• Presented at APHA and Social Medicine conferences

Recent interviews:
• Fanny Diego Alvarez (Enlace)
• Ariel Thomas (Metropolitan Chicago Breast Cancer Taskforce)
• Juana Ballesteros (Illinois Department of Public Health)
• Tiffany Ford (Health & Medicine Policy Research Group)
• Paul Luning (PCC Community Wellness Center)







Notable Accomplishments
3.     Data Analysis Workgroup

• Meets every month (DePaul, Rush, CDPH, SUHI, open to others)



Notable Accomplishments
4.     Chicago Gun Violence Research Collaborative

• Faculty played important roles in both community engagement and research 
committees. Faculty also served in the inaugural group of mentors and DePaul and 
Rush students were hired as student fellows.



Notable Accomplishments
5. Development of a new Social Epidemiology 
concentration in MPH

• Students enrolling for Fall 2018
• Quality of Instruction Council grant for curriculum 

development

6. Annual review of Chicago studies
• Published first report (first / second authors were Rush and 

DePaul students) and are presenting a second report this year 
at HDSJ

• The goal is to assess the articles produced about health equity 
in Chicago, examining if they were “problem-focused” or 
“solution-focused”



Notable Accomplishments

7. Established an alumni advisory board
• 13 members, with 4 serving as leadership group. See 

https://www.healthequitychicago.org/alumni

https://www.healthequitychicago.org/alumni


Notable Accomplishments

8. Ran first summer internship program
• 8 weeks x 40 hours
• Students received a stipend
• Contributions from more than 

10 faculty and staff



Connections Supported

HDSJ 2017 (co-hosted with 
DePaul MPH)

Brought in Dr. Evan Lyon (Heartland Health / Partners in 
Health for opening keynote; many sessions at the conference 
featured work from Center-affiliated faculty)

Spin off: continued engagement with Evan. Together with 
Arturo Carillo (Saint Anthony’s Hospital), we are working on 
an idea for a ‘social medicine’ course in Chicago.

Social Medicine Consortium Continued to build relationship with this group. We hosted 
the conference in 2017 at Malcolm X, this year we co-
sponsored the conference in New Mexico. 

Spin off: An important national/global connection, raising 
our visibility. Through this consortium, a group of us have 
been invited to write a case study on structural racism, as 
part of a larger series of cases for the NEJM (Ansell, Pollock, 
and De Maio)



Monthly Events (N=8)
Slides and videos archived at https://www.healthequitychicago.org/presentation-archive

Peer navigators to meet the health and wellness 
needs of people with serious mental illness

Patrick Corrigan (Illinois Institute 
of Technology), Lindsey Sheehan (National 
Consortium on Stigma and Empowerment)

Austin Coming Together's Common Agenda Darnell Shields, Jr (Austin Coming Together)

Community-engaged research and the Chicago Gun 
Violence Research Collaborative

Sharon Homan (Sinai Urban Health Institute), 
PJ Desai (Sinai Urban Health Institute), Beth 
Catlett (DePaul University)

Healthcare and community collaboration to improve 
mental health

Jess Lynch (Illinois Public Health Institute and 
Alliance for Health Equity)

WestSide United David Ansell (Rush)

Healthcare & homelessness Stephen Brown (University of Illinois Hospital 
& Health Sciences System)

On Behalf of our Immigrant Communities:  Building a 
Coalition for Immigrant Mental Health as Scholars 
and Community Partners

Maria Ferrera (DePaul) and Dana Rusch (UIC).

The war on neighborhoods: Policing, Prison, and 
Punishment in a Divided City (scheduled for June)

Dan Cooper (Adler)



Website

Note: Website traffic for the past 12 months



PROPOSED GOALS FOR FY2019



Guiding Principle
Harnessing complexity to support collective 
empowerment in order to “break the link between 
hardship and health outcomes”

• Diversity and Inclusiveness
• People and Programs
• Connections
• Learning



Core Goal

Direction
1. Support participation and exchange of information through city-wide, regional, 

national, and international collaboratives.

Discover

2. Continue efforts to understand the social patterning of poor health (applying 
methods of social epidemiology)

3.     Develop scholarship on the state of health equity in Chicago

4.     Nurture a sustainable platform for research activities 

Design

5.     Develop our summer internship program

6. Support student training through the Chicago Gun Violence Research Collaborative  
fellowship

7. Operationalize program evaluation capacity based on design thinking and social  
entrepreneurship

Dissemination

8. Develop tools (including a teaching guide) for the Chicago Health Equity Reader, 
explore its use in classrooms in Chicago

9. Continue community engagement efforts through public monthly talks, working 
papers, and make the website a useful resource



Discussion of goals for 2018-19 and beyond

What else can the Center for Community Health Equity do to 
harness complexity in order to “break the link between 
hardship and health outcomes”?

1. Who else should we engage (persons, organizations)?
2. How can we support diversity and inclusiveness in the 

work?
3. How can we support greater connections?
4. How can we foster learning through collective 

empowerment?
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